
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Giselle 

A tale of love, betrayal and redemption set amid joyous peasant celebrations and the pallid host of 

Wili maidens, as fascinating as they are ruthless: Giselle, the romantic ballet par excellence, 

continues to attract audiences with its contrast between a sunny world and a dark and terrible 

kingdom inhabited by spirits.  

The peasant girl Giselle and Prince Albrecht are two paradigmatic roles in the academic repertoire. As 

the choreography unfolds, the Principals are required to vary the technical and expressive register 

from carefree jollity to despair, from easy-going self-assuredness to the awareness that life has no 

purpose without love.  

Giselle encompasses all the elements of the romantic ballet: Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company 

performs the unforgettable original Jean Coralli – Jules Perrot choreography in this revival by French 

prima ballerina Yvette Chauviré, who celebrates the classical tradition in all its purity. In Chauviré’s 

version of Giselle, performed at Teatro alla Scala for the first time in 1950, it was Chauviré herself 

who starred as the ill-fated peasant girl who dreamt of love and loved to dance.  

All this is enriched by the set and costumes by Aleksandr Benois that are hold in the Scala’s 

repertoire, while Adolphe Adam’s score is brought to vivid life by Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 

The centrepiece of recent Teatro alla Scala seasons and international tours, Giselle is now staged as 

a tribute to Chauviré, who passed away in 2016. 

 
The virtuosity of Giselle consists in making the technique invisible. I studied all possible choreographic evolvings, 
entrances and stage exits, and the “downtimes” - if they can be called like that - between the enchaînements, the 
floating of the arabesques and the breathing pose of the arms. When I was dancing, my obsession was to make 
people forget the carnality of the feet…always too human, to whom it was necessary to give the feeling of “the 

appearance of a breath” 
 

Yvette Chauviré 

 

Performance details: 

Lyric Theatre, QPAC 

Wednesday 14 November 2018, 7.30pm  

Thursday 15 November 2018, 1.00pm and 7.30pm  

Friday 16 November 2018, 7.30pm  

Sunday 18 November 2018, 1.00pm 

 

More information: qpac.com.au/lascala 

 


