
 
 

La Scala for the first time in Australia 

The Ballet Company will perform in Brisbane from November 7th to 18th  

with Don Quixote and Giselle 
 

After China, an absolute first awaits La Scala and its Ballet Company: for thirteen performances, 

from November 7th to 18th, and two productions, Don Quixote and Giselle, the Company will be in 

Australia as guest of the Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC) in Brisbane, marking the first 

ever visit of the Teatro alla Scala to this continent. 
 

For Teatro alla Scala, international tours are a constant activity that over the years has offered an 

important contribution to the diffusion of our cultural heritage and the image of Italy in the world. 

Since 1878, when the first tour in the history of La Scala was made to Paris, marking the centenary 

of the Theater, 155 projects have been realized for 859 curtain openings (329 for opera, 344 for 

ballet and 186 concerts), with 39 nations having been visited by the Teatro alla Scala during its 

history. 
 

Australia therefore will be the 40th country visited, and Brisbane, at 16,249 km from Milan, will be 

the farthest city to which the Company has ever traveled. Australia is a continent where the Italian 

community is wide spread and firmly established and that has already demonstrated its excitement 

for this visit. Already in the promotional tour realized last June the attention of the press was at the 

highest levels and many collateral initiatives were started in preparation for the La Scala tour, from 

simulcast and exhibitions to welcome ceremonies, involving scholars, journalists and students in 

masterclasses and meetings immersing them in Italian arts and culture and the history of the Scala 

ballets.  

 

For three weeks in November, within the 2018 QPAC International Series, which over the years has 

seen many guests of the most prestigious international Companies, La Scala is bringing the two 

productions that moved from China directly to Australia. 109 are the people engaged in the tour; on 

stage, alongside the leading artists of the Company there will be important guests who have 

collaborated on several occasions with La Scala: Maria Eichwald, David Hallberg and Leonid 

Sarafanov, in a stimulating mix between guests and Scala artists, Nicoletta Manni will be on stage  

with Leonid Sarafanov for Don Quixote and with David Hallberg in Giselle and Claudio Coviello 

will perform with Maria Eichwald in Giselle. On the podium David Coleman will conduct the 

Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 

 

Don Quixote will open the performances with Nicoletta Manni and Leonid Sarafanov in the roles 

of Kitri and Basilio (in the opening night on November 7th, then on the 9th and in the evening 

performances on November 10th and 17th) and will continue with Martina Arduino with Timofej 

Andrijashenko (November 8th and 10th matinée), and with  Marco Agostino (November 11th  and 

17 matinée). 
 

Along with the performers of Kitri and Basilio, numerous artists will play the many roles of this 

ballet as Don Chisciotte (Giuseppe Conte), the faithful squire Sancho Panza (Gianluca Schiavoni) 

the rich noble Gamache (Riccardo Massimi, Massimo Garon and Marco Messina) and Lorenzo 

(Salvatore Perdichizzi). The role of the Street Dancer will be played by Martina Arduino, then 

Alessandra Vassallo, Vittoria Valerio and Maria Celeste Losa, while the Torero Espada will be 

danced by Marco Agostino, Christian Fagetti and Nicola Del Freo. The Queen of the Dryads will 



 
be Maria Celeste Losa, then Caterina Bianchi. Cupid will be interpreted by Vittoria Valerio and 

Agnese Di Clemente; the Gypsy by Mattia Semperboni and Christian Fagetti; the Bridesmaid by 

Maria Celeste Losa then Caterina Bianchi and Gaia Andreanò; Kitri's two friends will be 

Alessandra Vassallo with Caterina Bianchi and Agnese Di Clemente with Gaia Andreanò. 

 

In Giselle Maria Eichwald with Claudio Coviello will be on stage at the first performance of 

November 14th and in the evening of the 15th; Vittoria Valerio and Timofej Andrijashenko will 

play the roles of Giselle and Albrecht in the afternoon of November 15th; Nicoletta Manni and 

David Hallberg (November 16th  and 18th ) will perform for the first time together in this ballet. 
 

 Next to the artists involved in the roles of Giselle and Albrecht will be Maria Celeste Losa and 

Alessandra Vassallo (in the role of Myrtha), Marco Agostino, Massimo Garon and Christian 

Fagetti (Hilarion) while the Peasant pas de deux will be entrusted to Martina Arduino with 

Nicola Del Freo, Alessandra Vassallo with Mattia Semperboni, Vittoria Valerio with Nicola 

Del Freo. 

 

The two productions on stage in Brisbane, with different styles and atmospheres, both rich and 

complete in their classical structure, will highlight the versatility of the artists on stage and the 

specificity of the productions of La Scala, with stagings created specifically for our Theatre and 

Company's heritage for countless years. Don Quixote, in repertoire at La Scala since 1980 (with 

Nureyev and Carla Fracci as protagonists), is one of the true signature pieces of La Scala Ballet 

Company. It is on stage again during this year, which marks the eightieth anniversary of the birth of 

Nureyev and the twenty-fifth of his death, to pay tribute to the memory of this extraordinary artist. 

Nureyev had a long relationship with Teatro alla Scala, and his choreographic works remain in the 

theatre’s repertoire. Giselle, unforgettable choreography by Coralli-Perrot, perfect in its structure, 

enriched by the settings of Aleksandr Benois that are kept in the Scala’s repertoire, is presented in 

the revival of Yvette Chauviré, who, through her sophisticated interpretation of roles such as 

Giselle, has celebrated the classical tradition in all its purity. It was the extraordinary étoile herself, 

who recently passed away, that starred the title role in her version of Giselle, performed at La Scala 

for the first time in 1950. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

TEATRO ALLA SCALA AUSTRALIA TOUR- 2018 

 

DON QUIXOTE 
7, 8, 9, 10 (2 perf.) , 11, 17 (2 perf.) November 2018 

 

Queensland Performing Arts Centre, Brisbane 
 

Choreography 

Rudolf Nureyev 

Choreographic supervision  
Florence Clerc 

Music 

Ludwig Minkus 

Orchestration and music arrangement  

John Lanchbery 

Sets 

Raffaele Del Savio 

Costumes 

Anna Anni 

Costumes supervisor  

Irene Monti 

Lights  

Marco Filibeck 

 

 

Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company 
Director Frédéric Olivieri 

Guest Artist 

Leonid Sarafanov  

 

Teatro alla Scala Production 

 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra 

 

Conductor 

David Coleman 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

TEATRO ALLA SCALA AUSTRALIA TOUR- 2018 
 

 

GISELLE 
14, 15 (2 perf.), 16, 18 November 2018 

 

Queensland Performing Arts Centre, Brisbane 
 

Choreography 

 Jean Coralli – Jules Perrot 

Choreographic restaging  

Yvette Chauviré 

Music 

Adolphe Adam 

Set and costumes design 

Aleksandr Benois 

Elaborated by  

Angelo Sala and Cinzia Rosselli 

 

 

Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company 
Director Frédéric Olivieri 

Guest Artists 

Maria Eichwald  

David Hallberg  

 

Teatro alla Scala Production 

 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra 

 

Conductor 

David Coleman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


