
 
 

 

 

 

 

QPAC International Series Program 

In addition to stunning on stage productions, each year the QPAC International Series incorporates a 

program of events and activity curated in collaboration with our visiting company to expand 

understanding of the productions, the artists and country these companies call home. Delivered in live 

and digital environments, the program includes exhibitions, talks and discussions, masterclasses, live 

simulcast and community driven participation. The 2018 program features: 

Queensland Simulcast 
Simulcast live from Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC) to ten Queensland cities and towns, 
regional communities from as north as Yarrabah and as west as Mount Isa will experience the 
splendour of Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company as it performs Rudolf Nureyev’s Don Quixote on 
Saturday 10 November. Simulcast audiences in regional performing arts centres, school ovals, 
botanical gardens and main streets across the state will see one of the world’s most renowned ballet 
companies perform a signature ballet with music played live by Queensland Symphony Orchestra. A 
world leading film crew will offer unique views of Teatro alla Scala’s dancers and sets, as well as 
exclusive pre-performance content developed specifically for the simulcast. The Queensland 
simulcast will be broadcast at Moncrieff Entertainment Centre (Bundaberg), Macrossan Street 
(Halifax), Longreach Secondary School, Brolga Theatre (Maryborough), Mount Isa Civic Centre, 
Pilbeam Theatre (Rockhampton), Armitage Centre (Toowoomba), Townsville Civic Theatre, 
Meadowlands Amphitheatre (Mackay) and Yarrabah Knowledge Centre. 
 
Impossible Conversations 
Inspired by Vanity Fair’s bitingly satirical 1930s series Impossible Interviews, this project brings 
together nine Brisbane residents to imagine a conversation they would like to have with a chosen 
figure in Italian history. An amazing mix of historical figures were selected to converse with from fields 
including art, science, religion and politics. Impossible Conversations features in the QPAC Tunnel 
until December and you can visit Sam Cranstoun: Impossible Conversations at Museum of Brisbane 
to see Sam Cranstoun’s original artworks. Impossible Conversations is a partnership with Museum of 
Brisbane.  
 
Masterclasses 
Masterclasses are an ideal way for visiting artists to connect with local artists. This is a rare 
opportunity for professional, aspiring professional and student dancers with a minimum ‘Advanced’ 
level of training to participate in two Masterclasses with renowned Teatro alla Scala Ballet Director 
Maestro Frédéric Olivieri.  
 
Place and Time – Tony Gould Gallery Exhibition 
Both Teatro alla Scala and QPAC have architectural significance as buildings that have transformed 
places and shaped culture. This exhibition is an opportunity to discover and imagine how these places 
have the power to shape experiences for artists and audiences alike, and how each, in its own place 
and time, reflects the evolution of a city and its people.   
  
Talking Italian In Conversation Series 
A mix of live and digital events, Talking Italian In Conversation Series dives into the ideas and 
relevance of Don Quixote and Giselle as well as the deep impact of Italian culture in Australia. This 
series brings together people from a range of fields including art, academia, design, psychiatry, 
politics, fashion, community and sport. Audiences are invited to join us for live In Conversations in the 
second week of the season. On Thursday 15 November join La Scala Ballet Company Director 
Maestro Fréderic Olivieri and former General Manger of The Australian Ballet and QPAC Guest 
Curator Ian McRae AM in conversation with Professor Susan Street AO on the allure of Giselle and 
why ballet lends itself as a form to tales of love, betrayal, death and the spirit world. In the 400 years  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
since its publication, Don Quixote has been retold in fiction, film, song and of course ballet. Join La 
Scala Ballet Director Maestro Frederic Olivieri, renowned psychiatrist Dr Daniele Viliunas and 
QPAC Scholar in Residence Professor Judith McLean on Saturday 17 November in a discussion 
about the character of Don Quixote and how it is defined inside the ballet that will be presented on 
stage.  
 
The Student Movement  
Students of dance, theatre, music, fashion and design from all over Australia can attend a dress 
rehearsal of Don Quixote or Giselle at a special discounted price. Tickets for The Student Movement 
also include a free Official Program and access to a pre-performance talk between QPAC Scholar in 
Residence Professor Judith McLean and Guest Curator Leo Schofield AM.  
 
Official Program 
The Official Program is more than a conventional program. In addition to information such as cast and 
creative team biographies, production synopsis and organisational information, this program will 
contain fascinating articles especially commissioned from writers and thinkers encompassing 
choreography, ballet history, literature, Italian culture and much more. 
 

More information: qpac.com.au/lascala 

https://www.qpac.com.au/lascala

